


The teams at Laminations are constantly looking 

for ways to improve our procedures and processes 

to ensure maximum efficiencies and minimum 

costs. Not only does this ensure that our company 

is viable for long-term success, it also ensures that 

our customers get the solutions they need most 

efficiently and cost-effectively. 

Now more than ever, it is critical that we deliver products and services that 

ensure these results. Which is why we go above and beyond when we partner 

with our customers to make this happen.

One of the most important ways we work with customers to do this is through 

our packaging engineering services. Our account management teams are skilled 

in consulting with customers to arrive at the best possible solution for their 

situation. In addition, we have a Packaging Engineer on staff, Todd Hainer, who 

is available at no cost to meet with our customers on-site to analyze all facets 

of your packaging process—to determine which steps should be improved, 

changed or eliminated to reduce costs at every point along the way. 

Todd is also highly skilled in analyzing existing packaging components to 

help you pinpoint exactly where you can reduce costs—in terms of material, 

construction, process, transport, storage or elsewhere. His expertise has helped 

dozens of clients improve their packaging.

The bottom line is, we are here to help you analyze your packaging processes 

and materials, change the necessary components, and save money. Some of the 

articles in this issue illustrate how we can partner with customers to develop the 

most innovative solutions to achieve these results. 

Contact any of our Laminations account managers to see how their expertise, 

combined with our packaging engineering advice, can help you achieve the 

goals you have set for your company this year. 

Sincerely,

Gary Hietpas 

President, Laminations

Striving for Efficiency

Hexacomb® and 
Laminations® (continued) 

Sannah Packaging Supplies now utilizes 

Laminations products in the majority of its 

customized HexaPack constructions.

One such application was created 

exclusively for CDS Moving Equipment, Inc., 

a California-based distributor of moving 

equipment and warehouse supplies. 

CDS challenged Sannah with making a 

protective box for transporting pictures 

and mirrors. Sannah came back with the 

HexaPack Picture Pack, which integrates the 

use of VBoard®, UChannel® and UCrate®.

The HexaPack Picture Pack, available 

exclusively through CDS, uses UChannel 

around the top—cutting the corners at a 

45 degree angle similar to crown molding. 

UChannel also is used on top of the interior 

Hexacomb panels that create compartments. 

VBoard is used vertically on the corners, 

creating a stackable package that can 

withstand substantial amounts of weight.

In addition, pieces of UCrate six inches high 

and four inches wide are used underneath 

the boxes in place of pallets.

“The combination of HexaPack and 

Laminations has allowed customers to 

not only be environmentally conscious by 

using a 100 percent green product, but 

to experience substantial cost savings in 

shipping by cutting out the need for crating,” 

Sannah said. “On average, customers 

save 50 percent on their crating costs with 

HexaPack compared to wood crates.”
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New Mega VBoard® 
Offers Mega-Size Protection

When searching for an alternative to using wood crates for 
shipping long, narrow products, manufacturers are finding 
that UCrate® laminated paperboard packaging crates offer a 
cleaner, lighter-weight option that saves them time and money. 

UCrate not only can significantly reduce shipping costs due 
to its lighter-weight construction, it also can decrease labor 
costs because it is easier to assemble and load. Wood crates 
often require the use of staple guns and multiple workers 
to put them together, and can cause injury as a result of 
splinters. UCrate’s smooth surface and easy-to-assemble 
design ensure workplace safety.

The smooth, high-quality surface projects a professional 
appearance to end customers and can be custom printed with 
a vibrant logo or message, whereas wood often has a rough-
looking, lower-quality appearance.

In addition, UCrate is stackable and easy to warehouse, and 
when required, easy to dispose of and recycle. There are 
also no risks of bug infestation as there are with wood crates, 
which can often lead to import/export issues.

Wood crates can seem less expensive up front, but  
once the total cost is calculated, including lumber, labor, 
storage and transport costs, UCrate offers a lower overall 
total-cost option.

Heavy-duty Mega VBoard® adds product protection and 
transport stability to any packaging system. This cost-effective 
solution provides the rigidity needed to prevent damage and 
ensure shipments arrive at their destination in top condition.

Mega VBoard is available in sizes up to 9" x 9" (18" of total 
paper; 2" leg minimum), making it ideal for protecting all  
types and shapes of windows and doors, including garage 
doors, or for protecting larger irregular-shaped products. 

Customized 
offset leg 
lengths are  
also available. It improves load 
containment and weight distribution for 
stronger, more secure pallet loads, and enhances structural 
integrity for increased stacking strength, allowing pallets to be  
stacked higher.

This cost- and time-saving substitute for expensive wood crates 
or hard-to-handle corrugate integrates easily into current 
packaging systems and is designed for use with high-speed 
automated pallet assembly systems. It can be customized using 
other packaging components such as foam and can be custom 
printed. Like all VBoard® laminated paperboard products, it is 
recyclable and environmentally friendly.

Mega VBoard is built to the industry’s highest standard of 
quality, precision and consistency. It is manufactured on 
proprietary state-of-the-art equipment that offers the capacity 
and speed to ensure fast turnaround and prompt delivery. 
Contact your Laminations representative to set up a packaging 
consultation to discuss how Mega VBoard can help you achieve 
your packaging goals. 

UCrate® vs. Wood Crates

Mega VBoard® adds strength where it’s needed to fortify  
packaging and deliver savings.

Customized  
offset leg lengths 

are also available.

UCrate® offers a lighter-weight, easier to handle, safer alternative to 
traditional wood crates for packaging long, narrow products.
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This newsletter is produced by Laminations, 
part of Great Northern Corporation’s Specialty 
Group. Laminations is an innovative leader 
in manufacturing laminated paper protective 
products for the shipping, packaging, and 
warehousing needs of industry.

Major products include the VBoard® family  
of laminated edge protectors, UCrate®  
packaging containers for long, narrow  
products, and the FlatBoard® line of flat,  
foldable and die-cut edge and surface  
protectors. All Laminations paperboard  
products are made from recycled fibers  
and are fully recyclable. 

Laminations’ facilities include:  Laminations’ 
“East” plant in Allentown, PA; “Central” in 
Appleton, WI; “Southeast” in Jacksonville, 
FL; “West” in Fontana, CA; and “Northwest” 
in Wilsonville, OR. We also maintain stocking 
hubs in Arlington, TX; Denver, CO; Hayward, 
CA; Salt Lake City, UT; and Phoenix, AZ.

www.laminationsonline.com
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As raw material and transportation costs continue to increase, shipping efficiency is 

becoming an increasingly more critical component of sustainability and cost-saving 

initiatives for manufacturers. 

Laminations offers a variety of packaging options that are lighter weight 

and ship more efficiently, leading to bottom-line savings in shipping 

costs. In addition, many of the Laminations packaging solutions can be 

used to replace bulkier, more costly packaging components, 

providing just the right amount of product protection needed 

while decreasing packaging costs.

Contact your Laminations sales representative for more 

information on ways to minimize packaging components 

and maximize shipping efficiencies. 

Sustainable Packaging = Shipping Savings




